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Abstract:  The broad range of Pacific Alaskan salmon has resulted in the creation of a complex and 

multiorganizational system of management that includes the state of Alaska, various federal departments, a 

Congressionally-mandated fishery council, and a number of commercial and nongovernmental fish 

organizations. In the Bering Sea salmon are caught by the commercial groundfish fleet as by-catch. On the 

Yukon River salmon are commercially and traditionally harvested for both economic and cultural sustenance by 

the Yup’ik residents of the Yukon Delta. Declining salmon populations has driven scientific research which 

considers the effects of Bering Sea salmon by-catch. My research findings indicate that Bering Sea fisheries 

occur where juvenile salmon mature, directly impacting Yukon River salmon populations. Yukon River salmon 

are an international and anadromous species that require multiorganizational management. My research 

reflects that current management favors the Bering Sea commercial fishing industry, despite data indicating 

Bering Sea fisheries impact Yukon salmon populations and an overall downward trend in Yukon salmon 

populations. 
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